
 

 

March 12, 2020 

 

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

RE:  Parish response to the spread of the COVID-19, or Coronavirus 

 

Over the past two weeks, members of our parish family have asked with genuine concern what 

we might be incorporating locally in response to the spread of the COVID-19, or Coronavirus.  

Our parish family is unique in many ways, including our geographic composition represented in 

our faith formation program comprised of families from six grade schools and four high schools 

who have implemented their own response plans.  Archbishop Thompson and Father Eric 

Johnson, Vicar for Clergy, have been in regular conversation with archdiocesan clergy and 

parish life coordinators spearheading through their leadership effective measures and 

extraordinary actions for us to incorporate into the mission of our parish family, our lived faith 

rooted in the living tradition of our German Catholic heritage.  Over the course of the past few 

days and especially in the last 24 hours, we have seen several developments concerning the 

spread of COVID-19 or Coronavirus throughout our nation and particularly here in the state of 

Indiana.  Having again reviewed the statement of Governor Holcomb, as well as the clarifying 

guidance document for gatherings issued by the Indiana State Department of Health, the 

following is to take effect immediately for our parish family tonight beginning at 7 pm 

central time. 

 

Archbishop Thompson has, until further notice, relaxed the obligation to attend Sunday Mass for 

the faithful of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2041-2042). 

 

That being said, the public celebration of the Mass and other sacraments and devotional activities 

will continue as scheduled.  This would include regularly scheduled Masses, Confessions, 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Stations of the Cross, rosary, funerals, etc.  

 

However, in light of the guidance document issued by the Health Department, items on liturgical 

prayer and worship are now regarded as mandatory until further notice, namely: 

 The exchange of the sign of peace is now suspended. 

 Distribution of Holy Communion via the chalice is to be suspended (a reminder that 

Christ is wholly present under both species, the consecrated host and/or consecrated 

wine).  As the Communion Rite begins, the consecrated host is to be distributed to the 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c3a3.htm


faithful by a priest, deacon, commissioned acolyte and additional extraordinary 

ministers of Holy Communion, with an additional extraordinary minister to serve the 

choir loft (a total of five ministers at the 5 pm and 8:30 am Mass, three ministers at 

the 6 am and two ministers at weekday Mass).  Adjustments have been made in the 

MSP, viewable 24/7 via the website – banner at the top of the page – CLICK, TAP, 

READ Liturgical Ministers.  

 The practice of physically touching the forehead of a non-communicant (one not fully 

initiated) for a blessing should be discontinued. 

 The use of Holy Water fonts is to be suspended and all Holy Water fonts are to be 

drained.  

 Priests, deacons and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion should take care not 

to touch the hands, mouth or tongue of communicants. 

 Other guidance regarding hygiene and sanitary measures should be observed. 

 

Additionally, 

 Outside of the celebration of the Extraordinary Form of the Mass, parishioners may 

be encouraged not to receive Communion on the tongue during this extraordinary 

time of concern. 

 Hand sanitizers are located at entrances for the faithful to use as they enter and exit 

church. 

 While the acts of shaking hands, hugging, etc. are suspended during the liturgy, as the 

faithful gather they may welcome each other with a nod of the head or a wave of the 

hand before and after Mass. 

 

Outside of Mass and other liturgical/devotional activities, all other parish activities and events 

are to be canceled, suspended or postponed. 

 

 With schools closing during this time, all faith formation, sacramental preparation 

classes, including adult sacraments of initiation, youth and young adult ministry events 

and meetings are cancelled. Students and candidates for sacraments will be provided 

instructional material for online learning to stay on course with learning objectives for the 

current formation year.   

 All Parish commission meetings are cancelled. 

 All special events, social gatherings, fish fries and other fundraisers are cancelled. 

 While the celebration of funerals and memorial Masses are to continue unimpeded, the 

offering of funeral meals will be suspended. 

 Events by outside organizations using parish facilities should be evaluated on a case by 

case basis with regard to the guidelines set out by the Indiana Department of Health. 

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/p/web-terminal/master-calendar?liveWebPostId=524413


The parish office will remain open with regular hours of operation to provide for the pastoral 

care of the faithful who are members of our parish family.  When possible, parishioners are 

encouraged to contact the parish office via email or phone. 

 

I thank you in advance for your attention to these actions and hold close to my heart that these 

arrangements are extraordinary and a visible interruption to our life together as a parish family, 

while trying to address the guidance offered by our state health department.  We will continue to 

evaluate these directives and make adjustments as the current situation unfolds.  If you have 

particular questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email or phone. 

 

I can’t stress enough the need to be vigilant with personal hygiene, washing hands with soap, hot 

water and lacing your fingers, scrubbing fingers and thumbs. Be practical and respectful, if you 

are feeling ill, stay home. 

 

In solidarity for the foreseeable future I invite all parishioners to pray one Memorare per day as 

will be prayed at the end of each mass before dismissal.  Remembering the words:  Remember, 

O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection….. 

 

Remembering you and your loved ones in prayer. 

 

In Christ, I am 

 

 

 

 

Father Anthony Vinson, OSB 

Pastor 

 

Memorare 
 

Remember, 
O most gracious Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known 
that anyone who fled to thy 

protection, 
implored thy help, 

or sought thine intercession 
was left unaided. 

 
Inspired by this confidence, 

I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; 

to thee do I come, 
before thee I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful. 

 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, 

despise not my petitions, 
but in thy mercy 

hear and answer me. 
Amen. 

 


